eLogbook

Computerised Pilot’s logbook program

Installation

To install eLogbook, insert the CD into your computer’s CD drive.  The setup should automatically start.  

Should the eLogbook installation for some reason not automatically start up, you can manually run the setup procedure by doing the following:

1. Click on the start button and select “Run”.   In the “Run” window, click on “Browse..”
2. Click on the drop down box next to “Look in” and select your CD drive, then click on “Open”.
3. A list of all the files on the CD will now appear in this window.  Click on “setup” and click on “Open”.  The “Run” window will appear again with the connect path next to “Open”.  Click on “OK”.
4. The installation will now commence.
Support

Telephonic support is available between 08:00 and 20:00, 7 days a week on 

+27  (83) 4447794.

Support is also available on email  kbilling@arms.co.za
If you require additional support or training, person to person, at your home/premises, please contact us to make the necessary arrangements.  This is subject to availability of support personnel and location.

Menu Tabs

There are five (5) gray menu tabs, which appear across the top of your eLogbook menu screen.  Each of these host a few buttons for various functions. They are:

1. eLogbook  Menu Tab

eLogbook:
eLogbook has 3 sub-tabs:

eLogbook: A logbook entry/ flight is recorded on this page by entering all the flight details.

Logbook Entries: This is a summary off all your logbook entries entered into the logbook currently for ease of reference.  You can also sort Logbook ascending or descending for quick viewing.
Query your logbook:  You can run a query on type, Capacity, Commander, co-pilot or type from this page.

Summary:
This is summary page where you can look at your total times for Single & Multi Engines, P1, P2, P3 and Dual.  You can also select a particular aircraft type to see what the totals are on that particular type.

Initial:

This refers to initial starting summary.  If you do not want to enter all your logbook entries one by one from the first flight, you may use this feature to bring in your aircraft totals / career summary and there after, you can enter each flight/leg at a time.

Aircraft:

On this page you can add/delete your aircraft.  In a window on the right hand side, a list off all your aircraft will appear for ease of reference.

Captains:
A list of the captains flown is kept here.  Again, a list of all captains entered into the logbook will appear in the right hand window.
Co-pilots:

All your co-pilots/students can get added on this page with a window on the right listing all existing co-pilots/students.

2. Import / Export Menu Tab

Backup data:  This is probably the most important of them all.  This allows you to create an eLog.txt backup file and save it anywhere on your computer or network.  We recommend you do backups on a regular basis to avoid loss of your logbook.

Restore data:  To restore you data from a stiffy / CD or file located elsewhere on your computer / network, you will select this option.

Import PDA Data:  This button will import your data from the eLog.txt file into the eLogbook system.    Also see “Transfer”.

3. Register Menu Tab

Once you have registered, your software is legal.  All buttons / blocks on this index card will be removed.

4. Reports index card

Logbook:  
This report allows you to view/print your logbook page by page.  

Career summary:  
A career summary is generated here for viewing and printing.

Period summary:  You can select any period and create a summary for it.  This can then be viewed/printed.

License renewal: 
On this page you enter all your personal details which will then allow you to view/print your license renewal form. 

Conversions:  
This feature allows you to do print the conversion form as supplied by the SACAA

5. Setup Menu Tab

Your username, license number and Profile appear on this card.  Once you have

Registered, you will not be able to amend your license number nor your name.  Should you wish to enter your flight in Hour & Minutes rather that Decimals, select the tick box provided on this card.  Please note that all reporting and totals at the bottom of the logbook page printout are decimals. Initial starting summary must be entered in decimals.  Period summaries, logbook summaries etc are all displayed in decimals. When entering flight time in hours and minutes, please use “  :  “   or   “  -  “  or  “  .  “  as a separator between hours and minutes.

Registration of Software

After eLogbook has been installed, and you are using the software for the first time, a window will appear asking you to enter the serial number which you will find on the back of the CD box on a white sticker.  Enter this number and select “Continue”.

In order for the registration of your software to take place correctly, the following needs to be done:

1. Click on the “Admin” menu tab.  Complete your Name, License number and profile in the blocks provided.  Please ensure that this is correctly spelt and that there are no errors in the license number.  Once you have registered, you will NOT be able to correct any mistakes made in your name or license number.

2. Click on the “Register” menu tab where you will find a unique number, and a serial number.  Call support on 083 444 7794 with both these numbers to obtain your unique number, which you need to enter in the block provided.

3. You have now registered your software and can start using eLogbook.

Entering a flight / creating a logbook entry

In order to add a flight, or creating a logbook entry, select the “eLogbook” index card.

1. Type in the date of your flight, or click on the dropdown box next to “date” to select the required date.

2. If you have already added your aircraft, click on the drop down box and select the required registration.  If you have not added any aircraft as yet, you can do so now by clicking on the “Add” button.  Also see section “Add aircraft”.

3. Enter your Capacity, P1, P2 etc.

4. From the drop down box, select the Captain.  If you have not yet added any captains, click on “Add”.  Also see section “Add captain”.

5. Select the co-pilot by clicking on the drop down box, or, click on “Add” to add a co-pilot.  Also see section  “Add co-pilot”

6. Enter your route as you prefer it.  For example:  “FAJS-FACT” if you enter each leg as a logbook entry, or “FAJS-FACT-FADN-FAJS” if you enter in your entire flight in one logbook entry

7. Enter your remarks here if any.  Ie. “Mother-in-Law on jump seat”

8. The next column you need to enter your hours, Day, Night, IFR, Sim or Instructor.

9. The pending button has been provided for those who would like to enter there flight details before the actual flight, they would then select the pending button which will allow them to save the record without any hours entered in.  Once the flight has been completed they can go back to the logbook entry and add the flight hours in.

10. You can enter your Nav aids (i.e. ILS or NDB), and the place where the Nav Aid was encountered.  You can also add your approaches, day and night landings which are not compulsory, but is useful for reporting.

11. To save the entry you can either select “New” which will save the current entry, and open a new logbook entry, OR, select “Save” which will save the current entry before closing the page and returning to the menu.

12. Please note that eLogbook will NOT save a logbook entry if the flight time has been omitted, unless the pending button has been ticked.

Initial Starting summary

In order to bring in your figures from your latest career summary, you need to enter in each aircraft type totals only.  You will only do this if you are NOT entering each flight one by once since day one.

1. Enter the date first flown in the first block

2. Enter the aircraft type i.e. C402B
3. Select the Engine type i.e. Piston
4. Select the Class i.e. Landplane
5. Select the tick box for Multi (if the aircraft in question is a twin)

6. Select the tick box for tail wheel (if it is a tail dragger)

7. Select the tick box for Retractable (if the undercarriage is retractable)

8. Then enter the total flight time for P1, P2, P3, Dual Day / Night.

9. Enter Sim, IFR and Instructor time in the blocks provided.

10. To save the entry click on “Save”, which will save the current entry and return to the menu, OR, select “New” to save current page and open new page.

Adding / creating an aircraft

In order to use an aircraft when creating a flight / logbook entry, you need to first add or create the aircraft.

1. Click on  “eLogbook”, and select “Aircraft”

2. Type in the aircraft Registration i.e. ZS-JBM

3. Type in the type i.e. C402C
4. Type in the Make i.e. Cessna
5. Select the Engine type i.e. Piston
6. Select the Class i.e. Landplane
7. Tick the relevant check box for Multi, retractable, Tail wheel.

8. ONLY tick the “archive” box if you are not currently flying this particular aircraft.  When selecting this box, the program “hides” it from the aircraft list to avoid clutter.  Should you commence flying it again, you need to select “View all”, go and find that particular aircraft and untick the archive checkbox.  It will now be displayed again in your aircraft list.

9. In the right hand window of the page is a list of all aircraft currently in your logbook for ease of reference.  Select “View all” to see all aircraft including archived aircraft or, select “View un-archived” to view the currently used aircraft.

Adding / creating a Captain

In order to use a captain when creating a flight / logbook entry, you need to first add or create the captain.

1. Click on  “eLogbook”, and select “Captain”

2. Type in the name of the Captain
3. Type in the telephone number 

4. Type in notes (if any)

5. ONLY tick the “archive” box if you are not currently flying with this captain.  When selecting this box, the program “hides” it from the Captain list to avoid clutter.  Should you commence flying with this particular captain again, you need to select “View all”, go and find that particular captain and untick the archive checkbox.  It will now be displayed again in your Captain list.

6. On the right hand side of the page is a list of all the captains currently in your logbook for ease of reference.  Select “view all” to see all captains, including archived captains or, select “view un-archived” to view the currently used captains.

Adding / creating a Co-pilot

In order to use a co-pilot when creating a flight / logbook entry, you need to first add or create the co-pilot.

1. Click on  “eLogbook”, and select “co-pilot”

2. Type in the name of the Captain
3. Type in the telephone number 

4. Type in notes (if any)

5. ONLY tick the “archive” box if you are not currently flying with this co-pilot.  When selecting this box, the program “hides” it from the co-pilot list to avoid clutter.  Should you commence flying with this particular co-pilot again, you need to select “view all”, go and find that particular co-pilot and untick the archive checkbox.  It will now be displayed again in your co-pilot list.

6. On the right hand side of the page is a list of all the co-pilot currently in your logbook for ease of reference.  Select “view all” to see all co-pilot, including archived co-pilot or, select “view un-archived” to view the currently used co-pilot.

Backup and restore / Import and export

Backup

We suggest you do backups on a regular basis.  Please note that we cannot be held responsible for loss of data due to lack of backups.  To do a backup, the following needs to be done.

1. Select “Imports / Exports”

2. Click on “Backup data”

3. A “Browse for folder” window will open.  Browse to the place on your computer / network to where you want to save this backup file and click “Ok”

4. It will now export your backup file elog.txt to this folder/file.  Once completed, a message will appear “eLogbook text data export successful”   Click “Ok” to continue.  If you have already done a backup to this specific folder/file, a message will appear “The file eLog.txt will be overwritten.  Do you want to continue”.  Select “Yes”.

Restore

In order to restore your backup, the following procedure needs to be followed:

1. Select “Imports / Exports”

2. Click on “Restore data”

3. A “Browse for the eLog.txt backup file”  window will open.  Browse to the place on your computer / network where your backup file is located and click “Ok”.  Highlight the eLog.txt file and click “Ok”.  A message will open Data import process will take a while. Do you want to continue.  Select “Yes”

4. It will now restore your backup.  Once completed, a message will appear “eLogbook data imported successfully” .  Click “Ok” to continue.

Importing or exporting data between the PDA and PC

It is assumed that it is normal operation to capture data on the PDA and transfer it to the desktop computer or notebook for storage, queries and reporting.  That is not to say that you cannot transfer data from the PC to the PDA.  

Transfer data from the PDA to the PC

1. On the PDA, within the eLog program, tap on “Admin”, and select “Export Data”.  This will now create an “eLog.txt”  file on your PDA under ”My Documents/eLog”.   

2. On the PC, in Windows Explorer, navigate to “My device/my documents/eLog”. Copy the eLog.txt file and paste it in on your PC.

3. From within the PC Logbook program, select “Import from PDA”.  Navigate to the “eLog.txt” file which you just pasted there.  Now you can select the date from which you want to import data.  By default, the date that appears in the box will be one day after the last logbook entry found in your logbook.  Also see “Syncing PDA and PC”.

Transfer data from the PC to the PDA

1. On the PC, within the Logbook program, select “Imports and Export”.  Select “Export Data”.  This will now allow you to create an “eLog.txt” file anywhere on your C drive.   

2. On the PDA, in Windows Explorer, navigate to the place where you have saved the “eLog.txt file to.  Copy the “eLog.txt” file and paste it in on your PDA under  “My documents/eLog”

3. From within the PDA eLog program, tap on “Admin”.  Select “Import Data”.  Navigate to “My documents/eLog” and select the “eLog.txt” file which you just pasted there.  Now you can select the date from which you want to import data.  By default, the date that appears in the box will be one day after the last logbook entry found in your logbook.  Also see “Syncing PDA and PC”.

Syncing PDA and PC

A much easier way to achieve the above is to set up your Active Sync program to synchronize the eLog.txt file.   In that way, you will always have the latest eLog.txt file on both your PDA and your PC every time your PDA is placed into its cradle.  Take the following steps to sync your files (which means that  the “elog.txt” file will also be synced to your PC:

1. From your PC, click on “start”

2. Click on “Programs”

3. Click on the software package that runs your Syncing ie Active Sync.

4. Click on “Settings”

5. Select “add” and highlight Files
